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environmental concerns, and technology allowing for 
communication throughout the world, people now 
interact across continents in seconds. Globalization 
refers to the process by which the entire world is 
becoming a single sociocultural entity—more uniform, 
more integrated, and more interdependent (Pieterse 
2004; Robertson 1997; Robertson and Scholte 2007). 
Globalization is a process of increased connected-
ness, uniformity, and interdependency across the 
planet (Eitzen and Zinn 2012). 

Western political and economic structures lead 
the development of this global society, largely as a 
result of the domination of Western (European and 
U.S.) worldviews and Western control over resources. 
For example, the very idea of governing a geographic 
region with a bureaucratic structure known as a 
nation-state is a fairly new (Western) notion. Formerly, 
many small bands and tribal groupings dominated 
areas of the globe. However, with globalization, 
nation-states now exist in every region of the world.

Global culture includes behavioral standards, sym-
bols, values, and material objects that have become 
common across the globe (International Beliefs and 
Values Institute 2012). We need to understand global 
culture to engage in human rights issues, global edu-
cation, conflict resolution, sustainability, and religious 
and cultural understanding. For example, beliefs that 
monogamy is normal; that marriage should be based 
on romantic love; that people have a right to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness; that people should 
be free to choose their leaders; that women should 
have rights such as voting; that wildlife and fragile 
environments should be protected; and that every-
one should have a cell phone and television set are 
spreading across the globe (Newman 2009). 

the east, and the Arctic to the north. The government 
in Ottawa passes laws that regulate activities in all 
provinces (which are similar to states or prefectures), 
and each province passes its own laws on regional 
matters. These geographic boundaries and political 
structures make up the national society of Canada.

National Society and Culture. The national soci-
ety (introduced in Chapter 1) is a population of peo-
ple, usually living within a specified geographic area, 
who are connected by common ideas, cooperate for 
the attainment of common goals, and are subject to 
a particular political authority. Within the nation, there 
may be smaller groups, such as ethnic, regional, or 
tribal subcultures, made up of people who identify 
closely with each other. Most nations have a national 

culture of common values and beliefs that tie citizens 
of a nation together. The national culture affects the 
everyday lives of most citizens. Within some countries 
of Africa and the Middle East, on the other hand, local 
ethnic or religious loyalties are much stronger than any 
sense of national culture, in part because the nation-
state boundaries were originally imposed by foreign 
colonial powers. Subcultural differences divide many 
nations. Consider the loyalties of Shiites, Sunnis, and 
Kurds in Iraq to their subcultures, where the national 
culture struggles for influence over its citizens through 
laws, traditions, and military force.

In colonial America, people thought of themselves 
as Virginians or Rhode Islanders rather than as U.S. 
citizens. Even during the “War Between the States” of 
the 1860s, the battalions were organized by states and 
often carried their state banners into battle. The fact 
that some Southern states still call it the War Between 
the States rather than the Civil War communicates the 
struggle over whether to recognize the nation or states 
as the primary social unit of loyalty and identity. People 
in the United States today are increasingly likely to 
think of themselves as U.S. citizens (rather than as 
Iowans or Floridians), yet the national culture deter-
mines only a few of the specific guidelines for every-
day life. Nonetheless, the sense of nation has grown 
stronger in most industrialized societies over the past 
century, and the primary identity is likely to be “United 
States” or “Canadian” citizen.

Global Society and Culture. Several centuries 
ago there was no “global culture,” but with expand-
ing travel, economic interdependence of different  
countries, international political linkages, global  
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FIGURE 3.2  Cultures at Various Levels  
in the Social World




